Option Internationale du Baccalauréat : Entry test for Seconde

Lycée Victor Hugo Colomiers : Wednesday 21/03/12 14:00

Please read all the instructions carefully before beginning the test

Instructions

· This test lasts for two hours

· There are two parts to the test, part A and part B. You must answer both parts

· Please answer each part on separate answer sheets

· You are advised to spend one hour on each part

· You may use the paper provided to make notes and plan your answers

· No dictionaries or reference books or any electronic device such as a mobile phone may be used during the test

· You must not communicate with anyone during the test

· If you have any questions, raise your hand 

 Part  A  (one hour)

Read the passage « Games at Twilight » by Anita Desai and then answer the following questions on the sheet of paper provided. Your answers must be given in your own words and in complete sentences. The number of marks for each question is given in brackets after the question.

1. In which country do you think this story is set? Give the reasons for your answer. (5)
2. Why does the mother keep her children in the house? (3)
3. Why does she eventually let them out to play? (3)
4. What does she do when they go outside? (3) 
5. Give examples of how the heat affects the birds and animals in the story. (5)
6. Compare the children’s feelings and behaviour inside the house with their feelings and behaviour outside of the house. (5)
7. How do the children organise themselves for the game? (5)
8. How can you tell that Manu is upset and frightened? (4)
9. What does Raghu think about Manu and how can you tell? (4)
10. Like seeds from a crackling overripe pod.. The garden outside was like a tray made of beaten brass…the birds still drooped like dead fruit….The outdoor dog lay stretched as if dead…like dying travellers in search of water….as if he had dropped out of an invisible cloud.. In her story Anita Desai uses many comparisons to help her describe the scene. Which is your favourite comparison and why? (3) 

Total 40 marks


Please turn over



PART B (one hour)

In the story you have just read, the children play a very traditional game of « hide and seek .» Nowadays young people often use their computers to play video games. Some people feel that video games harm young people, some people think that they are a benefit. 

Read the article “The harms and benefits of video games.” To help you, the paragraphs have been numbered. Paragraph 1 introduces the topic, paragraphs 2,3,4 present the possible harm of video games create; paragraphs 5,6,7 present to possible benefits of video games.

Having read the article, write an essay giving your opinion on the following question:

“Are computer games a harm or a benefit to young people?”

You may use evidence from the article to support your argument if you wish but you can also use your own knowledge and experience.

Try to write 300 words. Please pay careful attention to spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Total 40 Marks

REMINDER: Please write on a new sheet of paper.




F e —

ot e e e et
e T e

Pt o,

P e
i o S g o o v Y o et
e e e ]




